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Evans, Trinculo, and, in the beginning of I74*> Malvolio, were the only Shakespearian characters he had attempted. But he had been cast for many important comedy parts in his years of apprenticeship in London. Mrs. Taylor, John Taylor's mother, remembers him at this time as " a smart-looking dark man, and a very sprightly actor, even in juvenile parts, but hard in his manner and apt to resort to his pauses." These pauses became very famous in after-years. For the present, however, it is sufficient to remember that he was rapidly coming to the front, and adding popular parts to his repertory.
In 1737, he and his wife had played Peachum and Mrs. Peachum, in the ever-popular Beggars Opera, and in the same year, he played Lord Froth in The Double Dealer. In 1738, he "got another lift," to use his own expression, when he played Jerry Blackacre in The Plain Dealer; in which, as we have seen, he gained the applause of the audience and earned the resentment of infallible Pope Quin, by his manner of " throwing off a little." The same year he played Lord Foppington in The Relapse, the character of the same name in The Careless Husband, Tattle in Love for Love, and Scrub in Farquhar's Beaux Stratagem. Scrub is a capital low-comedy part, " simple, yet cunning; forward, though timid; a tatler affecting secresy, and a fool assuming wisdom." The fact that he was allotted such characters as Jerry Blackacre and Scrub, shows that Macklin was, as early as 1738, considered a low comedian of the front rank. Before 1739, he also played Ben in Love for Love, and Trappanti in She Would and She Would Not, "in which," says Cooke, " though he wanted the flippancy with which it is now generally played, he exhibited that low arch comedy and intrigue which belong to the original.3' The next year he played Marplot in Mrs. Centlivre's comedy, The Busy